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Part 1
The Southeast Asian 
Outlook on Equitable 

Education  and Equity in Basic 
Education



Equality and Equity: 

Subtle but Significant Differences

Equality is giving everyone the same resources while equity is about 
resource allocation that brings into the discussion, fairness in 

results. 
Equity SDG 4 is about inclusive and equitable quality education that 

promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

*The use of the above diagram is with permission from A collaboration between Center for Story-based Strategy & Interactive Institute for Social Change. 
https://www.storybasedstrategy.org/the4thbox and

http://interactioninstitute.org/

*

https://www/
http://storybasedstrategy.org/
http://interactioninstitute.org/


Equitable Education Defined

Education 2030, notably the Incheon Declaration and “Framework for Action towards inclusive and
equitable quality education and lifelong learning for all”, provide a working definition of Equitable
Education based on SDG 4: “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all”.

“We will focus our efforts on access, equity and inclusion, quality and learning outcomes, within a
lifelong learning approach.” (Emphasis highlighted)

Equitable Education has seven major concerns based on the Declaration:
(1) Expanding access
(2) Inclusion and equity
(3) Gender equality
(4) Quality education
(5) Lifelong learning opportunities
(6) Children in conflict areas and difficult situations
(7) Global aspirations: Increased public spending for (basic) education



Meta Analysis
Four Income Categories of the 11 countries

Singapore 59,798                 

Brunei Darussalam 27,466                 

Malaysia 10,402                 

Thailand 7,189                   

Indonesia 3,870                   

Philippines 3,299                   

Vietnam 2,786                   

Lao PDR 2,630                   

Cambodia 1,513                   

Myanmar 1,400                   

Timor-Leste 1,381                   

High Middle and 

Middle Middle Income

Low Income

Country Name
GDP per capita 

(current US$)
Income Category

High Income

Low Middle Income



Meta Analysis: SDG 4 Achievement and Level of Income

The SDG 4 achievements are on track for the high-income countries with two of them, 
Singapore and Brunei Darussalam, having already achieved all the SDG 4 targets.  

Challenges to SDG 4 achievement and the level of income are directly related.



Meta Analysis: Human Development Index, SDG 4 
Achievement and Level of Income

Human Development Index, SDG 4 Achievements  and level of income 
are directly related.



Meta Analysis: Pre-Primary School Enrolment Rate

Lower-income countries have lower pre-primary enrolment rates.



Meta Analysis: Demand and Supply Side of Equality of Basic 
Education

Demand Side Supply Side



Meta Analysis: Children in School (% of Primary School Age)

The achievements across levels of 
income are fairly even.



Meta Analysis: Primary Completion Rate

The achievements across levels of 
income are fairly even.



Meta Analysis: Progression to Secondary School

Decline in achievement with decline in 
levels of income.



Meta Analysis: Lower Secondary Completion  Rate

Decline in achievement with declines in 
level of income.



Meta Analysis: Lower Adolescent in School

Decline in achievement with decline in 
level of income.



Meta Analysis: Lower Literacy Rate

Decline in achievement with declines in 
level of income.



Meta Analysis: Trained Teachers in Primary School 

The achievements across the levels of income are fairly even.  
This reflects the priory given to the training of teachers.



Meta Analysis: Trained Teachers in Lower Secondary School

The achievements across the levels of income are fairly even.  
This reflects the priory given to the training of teachers.



Meta Analysis: Access to Internet

Decline in access with the level of 
income of a country.



Meta Analysis:  Availability of Handwashing Facilities

Decline in availability with the level of 
income of a country.



Meta Analysis:  Access to Electricity

Decline in access with the level of 
income of a country.



Meta Analysis:  Proper Nutrition

Decline in proper nutrition with the level 
of income of a country.



Part 2
The Importance of Teachers in 
Delivering Equitable Education



Challenges Teachers Face  

Teachers from the different Southeast Asian countries cited different factors that
contribute or result in inequity in education:

Expanding access

 Household income of the bottom 40% of the population (B40) gives them access
to lesser education resources than the richest 20% (T20). (Malaysia)

Teachers’ situations

 Teachers are not trained to teach students with special needs or disabilities.
(Brunei Darussalam)

 Reluctance of teachers to teach in schools in remote areas. (Malaysia)



Challenges Teachers Face  

Classroom situations

 As education systems accept more children in schools, larger class sizes make it more difficult to
give every child equal attention. Teachers have to adopt methods of teaching to address
different children’s needs. This can be taxing on teachers’ energy and affect their mental health.
(Malaysia

Learner situations

 Learners at different levels of learning are not addressed equally (equitably). Traditional
classroom methods and technologies are not always available, and it is impossible to provide the
same level of support for special children or slow learners. (Myanmar)

Family situations

 Family crisis can keep children from attending school regularly or even concentrating on learning

when in school. (Malaysia)



Challenges Teachers Face  

Socio-economic conditions
 Income differences: Poorer teachers and students do not have the resources to obtain gadgets                                                     

needed for teaching and learning (especially given the shift to distance and blended learning. (Vietnam)

Socio-economic and demographic differences
 Socio-economic or class differences bring about differences in the type and quality of education 

available to different communities (Vietnam)
 Differences between rural and urban schools.  Urban school children have better access to technology 

and facilities with more exposure to education compared to rural school children. Rural school 
children struggle with the advancement of technology, lack of facilities and gadgets y and exposure 
toward education. (Malaysia)



How have Teachers and Ministries responded?

In Brunei Darussalam, the Ministry of Education (MOE) is creating an awareness among 
teachers of what these inequities might be through training and information campaigns.  

In Malaysia, educational institutions and government ministries have implemented 
policies to address the need for electronic devices and Internet access to households of 
vulnerable families to even the playing field. 

In southern Philippines, for children not able to come to school or who come to school 
irregularly, Dr. Sadat brings his mobile classroom, Byaheng Kaalaman Project, to 
communities.  

In Malaysia, the government has provided aid to reduce the barriers especially to the B40
category. This aid has come in the form of laptop aid, a subsidy of RM 100 per child, book 
vouchers and scholarships.    

[1]
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How have Teachers and Ministries responded?[1]
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In Malaysia, counselling of children can help address inequity in the learning 
environment.  Teachers are now trained not only with content knowledge, but also with 
‘what to do with the knowledge’ and how to use it effectively and to the fullest.  
Teachers are not only trained to use online learning platforms, but they are also 
trained how to use this in whatever area they got posted. They are taught to network, 
to collaborate with the community, to innovate and to upscale ideas.  
They are trained to generate ideas, to do research and innovate to solve real life problem.

In Cambodia, all policies and programs monitor the progress of the study of boys and 
girls, and that activity always takes into account the needs of children of both sexes.  
Special education schools to provide services to students with disabilities such as 
blindness and deafness are being established by the state.  

In Myanmar, all schools have still been closed from early July 2021 meaning students 
have to attend classes through distance learning or remote learning.  Schools are 
having to set up effective communication channels between students and teachers 
to inform each other about changes



Professional Development of Teachers

The professional development of teachers involves two levels:  Pre-service (before hiring) and 
In-service (after hiring and continuing training and development).

In Brunei Darussalam, in the Ministry of Education and in each school, an equitable education unit is 
set up to have regular discussions or sharing sessions to exchange ideas on equity in education within 
and between schools.  

Pre-service courses in education at the University of Brunei Darussalam (UBD) include: 
 Assessment for Learning (in Early Childhood, Primary Education and Secondary Education) –

guide for teachers in inclusive education.
 Framework for Learning and Design of Instruction  
 Professional Practice and Seminar  
 The Teacher as Researcher



Professional Development of Teachers

In Vietnam, the Ministry of Education and Training (MOET) conducts workshops to 
upgrade teachers’ skills in all regions of the country (The Green Summer Program for 
Young Teachers; Olympic 30/4; Olympic for the Northern Delta; Southern Summer 
Camp).

In Malaysia, teachers are provided training programs to upgrade skills that can 
promote equitable education., In-service training includes E-learning, coaching and 
mentoring, ICT workshops, webinars, forums, seminar, short-term courses, and 
Professional Learning Communities (PLC).

In Myanmar, pre-service and in-service courses have recently prioritized distance 
learning technologies and pedagogies as the MOE hastens to get on top of distance 
education.  



Professional Development of Teachers

In Singapore, upon graduation from the National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore 
teachers follow the five desired teacher outcomes throughout their professional journey 
which is guided by the Teacher Growth Model (TGM).  

In Thailand, a Teacher Professional development project under patronage of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn has been offered to teachers in Thailand. 
An MOU between the Secretariat Office of the Teachers Council of Thailand, the Office 
of Her Royal Highness’ projects (OPSP), and Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University 
was established in 2015 on a “Teaching professional development program” with 
tuition sponsorship for distance learning.



New Roles Teachers are playing to address Equity 

New roles teachers have had to play.

As Teacher and Guide
 Online teaching and learning and to ensure continuity in the learning process. 

(Brunei Darussalam)
 Call Center Agents – calling students and parents about their lacking outputs and 

giving feedback on their progress. (Philippines)
 Improving IT skills (Vietnam)

As guidance counselor to students
 Communicating with students on a regular basis, understanding their problems 

and their needs. (Brunei Darussalam)
 Facilitating communication between students to ensure that students have social 

interaction with each other.
 Sharing guidelines stressing the importance of health and wellness and measuring 

safety concerns for students. (Myanmar)



New Roles Teachers are playing to address Equity

New roles teachers have had to play.

As support to families

 Teachers are the most likely individuals to be closely involved with students and
their families. (Malaysia)

 Encourage parental engagement, with a focus on vulnerable groups. (Malaysia)

As academic leader in the school
 Being open-minded in adopting new strategies in this new normal. (Philippines)

 Promoting the application of technology in teaching. (Vietnam)

As community leader

 Reporting to local health and education units to keep track of student well-being.

Preventing virus outbreaks in school and ensuring a safe learning environment.

(Myanmar)



New Stresses on Teachers

One new stress teachers face in this new normal has to do with mental health.

From a principal who was a classroom teacher.

“The biggest challenge is overcoming fear and the psychological effects of this
pandemic. Other challenges can be dealt with more easily, pragmatically.
Financial challenges, the transportation needs, adopting to the new normal of
delivering learning to students, communicating with them and with parents and
colleagues, adopting to new technology. But it is the fear of the unknown that is
the greatest challenge.”

~ Principal Dr. Sadat Minandang from the Philippines



Closing Thoughts

 The importance of focusing on equity.

 The high cost of leaving people behind.  Wasted human capital    

can be a drag on society.

 But "Last Mile" responses are also the most expensive to   

undertake.

 Conferences like this are in the right direction. Ministries should  

stay engaged in such discussions.

 We can all learn from each other.
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